Republic of the Philippines

Department of Education

REGION XI
SCHOOLS DIVISION OF DIGOS CITY

OFFICE OF THE SCHOOLS DIVISION SUPERINTENDENT
DIVISION MEMORANDUM March 5, 2021
No. /] ,s.2021

To:

REITERATION OF THE SPECIAL PROVISIONS ON PRIVATE SCHOOL
VOLUNTARY CLOSURES AND PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT
ASSISTANCE AND SUBSIDIES PROGRAMS IN LIGHT OF
THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

CID & SGOD Chiefs

Public Schools District Supervisors
Education Program Supervisors
Private Schools Focal Person

Presidents/Directors/Principals of Private Elementary and Secondary Schools
All Others Concerned

Pursuant to Regional Memorandum No. 065, s. 2020 dated December 28, 2020, this
Schools Division Office reiterates the dissemination of DepEd Order No. 039, s. 2020
entitled “Special Provisions on Private School Voluntary Closures and Participation in
Government Assistance and Subsidies Programs in Light of the COVID-19 Pandemic”.
Said DepEd Order amends certain provisions of DepEd Order 88, s. 2010 or the 2011
Manual of Regulations for Private Schools in Basic Education.

Attention is invited to item numbers 5, 6, 7, 8,9, 10 and 11 of the above-mentioned DepEd
Order.

Relative to Item Nos. 5.d and 5.e, schools with government recognition or permit are
required to submit first a Fire Safety Inspection Certificate covering the entire period of SY
2021-2022 before considered to be automatically renewed pursuant to Section 9.0.4.1 of
RA 9514 (Fire Code of the Philippines and its IRR) which states “FSIC AS A PRE-
REQUISITE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PERMIT/LICENSE — Upon compliance of the
fire safety requirements under Rule 10 of this IRR, a Fire Safety Inspection Certificate
(FSIC) shall be issued by the BFP as a pre-requisite for the issuance of Business or
Mayor’s Permit, Permit to Operate, Occupancy Permit, PHILHEALTH Accreditation
for Hospitals, DOH License to Operate and other permits or licenses being issued by
other government agencies” (underscoring supplied).

The FSIC covering the SY 2021-2022 shall be submitted first by the private school to this
Schools Division Office through Mr. Eleser D. Mateo, SGOD Document Evaluator. It shall
subsequently be indorsed to the Regional Office.

Public Schools District Supervisors, together with the Private Schools Focal Person and the
SGOD Document Evaluator, are directed to inform all private schools within the
jurisdiction of this SDO of the contents and attachments of this Division Memorandum.



6. Immediate dissemination and appropriate action to this Memorandum is directed.
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CRISTY C. EPE

Schools Division Superintendent
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Office of the Regional Director
February 22, 2021

REGIONAL MEMORANDUM
No. 08 .s. 2021

REITERATION OF THE SPECIAL PROVISIONS ON PRIVATE SCHOOL
VOLUNTARY CLOSURES AND PARTICIPATION IN
GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE AND SUBSIDIES
PROGRAMS IN THE LIGHT OF THE
COVID-19 PANDEMIC

To:  The Schools Division Superintendents
Presidents/Directors/Principals of Private Schools
All Others Concerned

i Pursuant to Regional Memorandum 065, s. 2020, dated December 28, 2020, this
Regional Office reiterates the dissemination of DepEd Order 039, s. 2020, s. 2020 (Special
Provisions of Private School Voluntary Closures and Participation in Government
Assistance and Subsidies Programs in the Light of the COVID-19 Pandemic. Said
DepEd Order amends certain provisions of DepEd Order 88, s. 2010 or the 2011 Manual of

Regulations for Private Schools in Basic Education.

2. Attention is invited to item Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of the above-mentioned
DepEd Order.

=3 Relative to item Nos. 5. d and 5. e, schools with government recognition or permit
are required to submit first a Fire Safety Inspection Certificate covering the entire period of
SY 2021-2022 before considered to be automatically renewed pursuant to Section 9.04.1. of
RA 9514 (Fire Code of the Philippines and its IRR) which states “FSIC AS A PRE-
REQUISITE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PERMIT/LICENSE — Upon compliance of the
fire safety requirements under Rule 10 of this IRR, a Fire Safety Inspection Certificate
(FSIC) shall be issued by the BFP as a pre-requisite for the issuance of Business or
Mayor’s Permit, Permit to Operate, Occupancy Permit, PHILHEALTH Accreditation for
Hospitals, DOH License to Operate and other permits or licenses being issued by other

government agencies” (underscoring supplied).

5. The FSIC covering the SY 2021-2022 shall be submitted first by the private school to
the concerned Schools Division Office (SDO) for its subsequent indorsement to this Regional

Ofhice.
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6. Schools Division Superintendents shall ensure that all private schools within their

jurisdiction shall be informed of the contents and attachments of this Regional Memorandum.

7 4 Immediate dissemination and action to this Memorandum 1s dirccted.
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S,
Republic of the Philippines
Pepartment of Education
i i DAVAQ REGION
Office of the Regional Director
December 28, 2020
REGIONAL MEMORANDUM

No. 065, 5. 2020

SPECIAL PROVISIONS ON PRIVATE SCHOOL VOLUNTARY CLOSURES AND
PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE AND SUBSIDIES
PROGRAMS IN THE LIGHT OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

To Schools Division Superintendents
Presidents/Directors/Principals of Private Schools
All Others Concerned

I.  This Regional Office is disseminating the attached DepEd Order 039, 5. 2020 (Special

Plrovisions of Private School Voluntary Closures and Participation in Government Assis-
tance and Subsidies Programs in the Light of the Covid-19 Pandemic). Said DepEd Order
amends certain provisions of DepEd Order 88, 5. 2010 or the 2011 Manual of Regulations for

Private Schools in Basic Education).

2. Schools Division Superintendents shall ensure that all private schools within their
jurisdiction shall be informed of this Regional Memorandum.

3. For strict compliance and appropriate action.

EVELYN R. FETALVERO, CESO IV
Director TNl .,
Officer-In-Charge
Office of the Regional Director
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Bepabtic of the Bilisoines
Bepartment of Education

01DEC 2020

DepEd ORDER
No.39 s 2020

SPECIAL PROVISIONS ON PRIVATE SCHOOL VOLUNTARY CLOSURES AND PARTICIPATION
IN GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE AND SBUBSIDIES PROOCRAMS
IN LIGHT OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
{Amends Certain Provisions of DepEd Order No. 88, s. 2010)

To: Undersecretaries

Agsistant Secretaries
Minister, Basic, Higher, and Technical Education, BARMM
Bureau and Service Directors

' Reglonal Directors
Schoals Division Superintendents
Public and Private Secondary School HHeads
All Others Concerned

) & The Department of Education (DepEd) upholas the right of every Filipino to
quality basic education by providing access through public or private educational
institutions. DepEd, pursuant to its constitutional mandate, maintains and supports
a complete, adequate, and integrated system of education relevant to the needs of the
people and society. As such, it exercises reasonable supervision and regulation of all
educational institutions in the basic education sector.

2 DepEd recognizes the complementary roles of public and private educational
institutions in the educational system. In support of this, the Department implements
several programs under the Government Assistance and Subsidies {GAS). Through the
GAS programs, DepEd provides financial support aimed at ensuring that private
education remains a viable option for learners. This contributes to the overall goal of
improving access to quality basic education.

3. Given the unprecedented crisis brought about by the COVID-19 Pandemic,
existing policies on private school regulation, as well as guidelines on GAS programs
must be reviewed, and if necessary, amended to be relevant and responsive to the
needs of private schools, learners, and teachers, in support of basic education
continuity amid the pandemic. The effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic are expected to
pose a significant challenge to the operations of private schools and the continued
participation of schools, learners, and teachers in the GAS programs; namely, the
Education Service Contracting (ESC), Teachers’ Salary Subsidy (TSS), and Senior High
School Voucher Program (SHS VP).

4, Thesc special provisions are issued to amend pertinent provisions of DepEd
Order (DO No. 88, . 2010 or the 2010 Revised Manual of Reguiations of Private Schools
in Basic Education, and to extend assistance to beneficiaries of the GAS programs,
effective this School Year (SY) 2020-2021. 1% ,
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o Sections 35, 36, and 43 of DO No. 88, s. 2010, specifically on the voluntary
closure of private schools and the implications of the voluntary closure on their
authority to operate, are amended and clarified below.

a. A private school that intends to veluntarily suspend operations for SY
2020-2021 shall submit a Notice of Temporary Ciosure to the DepEd
Regional Office supervising its area by December 29, 2020. A school
that suspends operations for 8Y 2020-2021, but does not comply
with the requirements for Temporary Closure by December 29, 2020
shall be assumed to be permanently closed, and the corresponding
provisions on Permanent Closure will apply.

b. The Notice of Temporary Closure shall clearly indicate that the school
will not operate only for 8Y 2020-2021, and shall contain the
following:

i. clearly articulated reason/s for the one-year suspension of
operations;

il. evidence that parents or guardians and learners were
properly informed of the temporary closure;

iii. action taken or arrangements made to assist parents or
guardians, leamers, and school personnel affected by the
temporary closure e.g., mapping of nearby schools where

. the learners can transfer; and
iv. plan for the resumption of operations in SY 2021-2022.

c. The private school shall work closely and actively with the DepEd
Regional Office in facilitating the transfer of records of leamers
affected by the Temporary Closure, as well as other arrangements
necessary for a smooth transition, that will ensure affected
stakeholders arc not unduly disenfranchised by the temporary
closure.

d. A private school with Government Recognition that will subject itself
to Temporary Closure this SY 2020-2021 shall not lose its
Governmen: Recognition, provided that it resumes operations in SY
2021-2022.

e. A private school with a Permit to Operate that will subject itself to
Temporary Closure this SY 2020-2021 shall have its Permit to
Operate automatically renewed, provided that it resumes operations
in 8Y 2021-2022.

f. Private schools that will temporarily close this SY 2020-2021, and
reopen next school year are required to submit a letter to the Regional
s Office signifying their intent to resume operations in SY 2021-2022
not later than March 31, 2021. For private schools with a Permit to
Operate, such communication will trigger the issuance by the
Regional Office of a renewed Permit to Operate, effective for SY 2021-
2022.

g Private schools that will not operate for more than one school year
shall be guided by provisions on Permanent Closure in DO No. 88, s.
2010 and other applicable DepEd guidelines.

6. Private schools that will operate this SY 2020-2021 are expected to have

complied with the requirements under DO No. 013, s. 2020 or the Readiness

Assessment Checklist for Learning Delivery Modalities in the Learning Continuity Pian
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of Private Schools, and DO No. 017, s. 2020 or the Additional Provisions to DO No. 013,
8. 2020.

7. For private schools that are found to be operating without the necessary
government authority e.g., Government Recognition or Permit to Operate and
Provisional Compliance Certificate for 8Y 2020-2021, the Regional Office shall invoke
the applicable provisions on the involuntary closure of violating schools.

8. GAS-participating private schools that will implement DepEd-authorized
alternative learning delivery modalities in SY 2020-2021 shall be eligible to continue
participation in the GAS programs.

9. For private schools and learners participating in the ESC Program, the
provisions below shall apply.

a. An ESC-participating school that will temporarily suspend its
operations in SY 2020-2021 shall not lose its certification status, and
shall be allowed to continue to participate in the ESC Program,
provided the school shall resume operations in SY 2021-2022. The
gchool shal! receive the same fixed slots it was supposed to have in SY
2020-2021. Upon reopening, the school may accept transfer-in ESC
Grantees in the upper grade levels, if its slots are sufficient.

b. An ESC-participating school shall be allowed to have new ESC
mmmmmammaﬁssvrmo-mx,mmm
the school has unutilized Grade 7 fixed slots, incentive slots and
additional slots. In the selection of grantees, priority shall be given to
transfer-in students from public high schools.

c. An ESC-participating school that underutilizes its fixed slots
alloeation in SY 2020-2021 shall still receive the same fixed slots
allocation in SY 2021-2022,

d. An ESC grantee who does not enroll or drops out in SY 2020-2021
may be reinstated in the ESC Program only if he/she enrolls in an
ESC-participating school in SY 2021-2022.

e. However, an ESC grantee who transfers to a public school in 8Y 2020
2021 is disqualified from the ESC Program and cannot avail of the
subsidy this school year and the succeeding school years.

10. For private schools and learners participating in the SHS VP, the provisions
below shall apply.

a. A VP-participating SHS that will temporarily suspend operations in SY
2020-2021 shall not lose its Permit to Operate, and shall be allowed
to continue to participate in the SHS VP, provided the school will
reopen in SY 2021-2022.

b. A voucher program beneficiary (VPB) who does not enroli or drops out
in SY 2020-2021 may be reinstated in the SHS VP, only if he/she
enrolls at a VP-participating school in 8Y 2021-2022.

¢. However, a VPB who transfers to a public school in SY 2020-2021 is

disqualiﬁedfrommcSHSWnndmnotnvaﬂofﬂxembﬁdymie
school year and the succeeding school years.
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11. Porpﬁmmschoolsandteacbmplrﬁdpaﬁnginthemmmwe
provisions below shall apply.

&. Teachers in ESOpartidpating Junior High Schools must meet the
foliowingcxiteriambeeﬁg'bletorecdvcthc‘f‘ss: :
i. with PRC license,
ii. employed by the school fuli-time, and
fii. with at least one teaching load, regardless of learning delivery
maodality,

b. Teachers who are unlicensed by the beginning of the schoo! year, but
are able to pass the Licensure Examination for Teachers before the
end of SY 2920—2021. andpﬂortothepu'iodforbiﬁingmd payment,

References:
DepEd Order Nos. : {88, 5. 2010; 013 and 017, s. 2020)

To be indicated in the
under the following subjects:

AMENDMENT

LEARNERS
LEGISLATIONS

POLICY

RECOGNITION

SCHOOLS

SECONDARY EDUCATION
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
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