Republic of the Philippines

Bepartment of Education
Region XI
SCHOOLS DIVISION OF DIGOS CITY

Office of the Schools Division Superintendent
August 10, 2026

DIVISION MEMORANDUM
SGOD-2026 — ‘”D‘?;

To 1 Assistant Schools Division Superintendent
Division Chiefs
Education Program Supervisors
Public School District Supervisors
Public School Heads
Public School Teachers
All Others Concerned

Subject: INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE RESEARCH MASTERCLASS:
LEVERAGING RESEARCH FOR INSTITUTIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL
INTERNATIONALIZATION

1. This is in reference to the 1st Indorsement dated July 31, 2026 signed by Maria
Ines C. Asuncion, Director IV, the herein invitation to the Research
Masterclass: Leveraging Research for institutional and Professional
Internationalization of Ascendens Asia International Research Institute.

2. Participation in the activity should only be voluntary and prior arrangement of
the concerned school heads and teachers shall be made in compliance with
DepEd Order No. 9 s. 2005 re: “Instituting Measures to Increase Engaged
Time-on Task and Ensuring Compliance Therewith” ensuring that no classes
shall be disrupted and no DepEd funds shall be used.

3. Relevant details and information are provided in the enclosures.
4. Attendance/participation is on official time only.

5. For information and wide dissemination.
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Republic of the Philippines
Bepartment of Education

DAVAO REGION 0826070178

1st Indorsement
July 31, 2026

Respectfully referred to all SCHOOLS DIVISION SUPERINTENDENTS,
requesting attention to the attached invitation to the Research Masterclass:
Leveraging Research for institutional and Professional Internationalization of
Ascendens Asia International Research Institute, content is self-explanatory.
Participation in the activity should be voluntary and prior arrangements of the
concerned school heads and teachers shall be made in compliance with DepEd Order
No. 9, s. 2005 re "Instituting Measures to Increase Engaged Time-on Task and
Ensuring Compliance Therewith" ensuring no class disruption and no DepEd funds
shall be used. Further, interested personnel are advised to ascertain the benefit over
the cost of the activity (e.g. CPD units).
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Director
cc: Danicon D. Macayana
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+ ASCENDENS ASIA INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE
287 Tanglin Road, Singapore 247940
Singapore ACRA No. 201833167D
{© +65 8413 7706 | www.aairi.org

30 July 2026

HON. ALLAN G. FARNAZO
Regional Director, Region Xl
Department of Education
region11@deped.gov.ph

Dear Hon. Farnazo:

Subject: Invitation to Participate in the Research Masterclass: Leveraging Research for
Institutional and Professional Internationalization

Warm greetings from the Ascendens Asia International Research Institute (AAIRI).

On behalf of AAIRI, we are pleased to invite the officials, teaching and non-teaching personnel,
researchers, graduate students, and other interested education professionals under your
esteemed Region to participate in the Research Masterclass: Leveraging Research for
Institutional and Professional Internationalization, to be held on 10 October 2026 via
Zoom Conference.

The Research Masterclass is AAIRI's international professional development initiative that
explores how research can serve as a strategic driver of institutional internationalization,
academic excellence, and organizational development. Through expert-led sessions,
participants will gain practical insights into global benchmarking, quality assurance,
international partnerships, academic leadership, research productivity, institutional visibility,
and evidence-informed strategies that enable educational institutions to strengthen their global
engagement while advancing research excellence.

This year's masterclass will bring together distinguished international experts from Portugal,
the United States, Vietnam, India, Malawi, Samoa, and New Zealand, representing higher
education institutions, international organizations, and research networks with extensive
expertise in internationalization, accreditation, academic leadership, research management,
quality assurance, and global partnerships. Through complementary presentations,
participants will examine institutional internationalization from multiple perspectives, including
strategic partnerships, student mobility, global benchmarking, accreditation, indigenous
knowledge integration, research leadership, and professional capacity development.

Among the confirmed speakers are:

e Athena Georgene U. Ang, DBA, Director of the Singapore Institute of Multidisciplinary
Professions and President of the Royal Institution Singapore.

e Ali M. A. Kamali, Ph.D., Dean of the Faculty of Management at the American
University of Science, Vietnam; Lecturer at Van Lang University, Vietnam, and at
Kirirom Institute of Technology, Cambodia.

e Avinash W. Kolhatkar, Ph.D., Principal and Professor at Sanmanti College of
Engineering, India, and Accreditation Assessor at the National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC), Government of India.



- ASCENDENS ASIA INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE
287 Tanglin Road, Singapore 247940
Singapore ACRA No. 201833167D
(L) +65 8413 7706 | www.aairi.org

e Benjamin Levy, Ph.D., Fellow in Educational Leadership and Research at the Institute
of Education, University of the South Pacific, Samoa, and Founding Director of the
Global Indigenous Network, USA.

e Steve L. Sharra, Ph.D., Director of Academic Affairs at the Malawi School of
Government.

e Magda Resende Ferro, MiM, MBA, Independent Consultant for Internationalisation
and Digital Transformation in Higher Education and former Head of the International
Relations Office at Universidade Catodlica Portuguesa, Portugal.

e Sripriya Sarathy, MBA, Chairperson of the International Professors Project (USA) and
Co-founder of Let's Learn Africa.

We believe that this masterclass will provide valuable professional learning opportunities for
educators, academic leaders, researchers, and institutional administrators by equipping them
with internationally recognized strategies and best practices that support institutional
development, research excellence, innovation, and global engagement.

In this regard, we would be honored by the participation of your officials and personnel in this
international learning initiative. We likewise hope that this invitation may be shared with
education institutions and other interested education professionals under your jurisdiction so
that more members of the academic community may benefit from this unique opportunity for
professional growth and international collaboration.

Attached herewith is the event information for your reference.

Should you require additional information or assistance, please feel free to contact us through
partnerships@aairi.org or +65 8413 7706.

We sincerely appreciate your continued support of initiatives that promote research
excellence, academic leadership, innovation, and international collaboration. We look forward
to welcoming participants from institutions under your jurisdiction to this meaningful learning
experience.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

s
Prof. Gikgc. Magulod Jr., Ph.D., CESE

Research Masterclass Committee Head
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ASCENDE S ASIA INTEQNATIONAL
R’ESEARCH-‘INSTITUTE

287 Tanglin Rd-Singapore | ACRA No,201833167D
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