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Republic of the Philippines
Bepartment of Education

. _ ____DIGOS CITY DIVISION
Office of the Schools Division Superintendent

DIVISION M RANDUM

SGOD-2026- zc;a:

To : Assistant School Division Superintendent
SGOD and CID Chief
Public and Private Elementary Schools
Public and Private Secondary Schools

School LRP Focals
Division Learner Formation Coordinators

Subject : MANDATORY REITERATION ON DEPED ANTI-BULLYING
POLICY IMPLEMENTATION AND IEC MATERIAL
DISSEMINATION

Date : August 17, 2026

Pursuant to the Regional Memorandum ESSD-2026-248 titled Mandatory
Reiteration on DepEd Anti-Bullying Policy Implementation and IEC Material
Dissemination, this office hereby directs the field to adopt a localized Anti-Bullying
Policy that reflects learners’ and community needs. Such policy shall be submitted
to the Schools Division Office (SDO) and integrated into the Learner Handbook.
Review and alignment of the draft Anti-Bullying Policies is requested to align with
the Revised IRR of RA 10627 or the Anti-Bullying Act of 2013, as well as the
provision of DepEd Order No. 6, s. 2026.

To intensify our efforts to address the issues of bullying and violence in
schools, the following information, education, and communication (IEC) materials
are to be disseminated at the School Level. The IEC Materials may be accessed at
this link: https://tinyurl.com/BullyingPreventionlEC2025. In addition, the
uploaded IEC Materials contain a reminder statement intended for use during flag-
raising ceremonies or school announcements.

Attached to this memorandum is the complete set of provisions
pertaining to the areas of implementation sought to be addressed, including
those specifically discussed herein.

For information and wide dissemination.
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Bepublic of the Philippines
Bepartment of Education
DAVAO REGION

August 3, 2026

REGIONAL MEMORANDUM
ESSD-2026-248

MANDATORY REITERATION ON DEPED ANTI-BULLYING POLICY IMPLEMENTATION
AND IEC MATERIAL DISSEMINATION

To:  Schools Division Superintendents

1. Herewith is the Memorandum OM-OUOPS-2026-13-1137 dated March 19, 2026
from Malcolm S. Garma, Undersecretary for Governance and Operations relative to the
Urgent Reiteration of the Implementation of the DepEd’s Anti-bullying Policy and
Dissemination of Bullying Prevention IEC Materials in Schools , contents of which
are self-explanatory.

2. For information, dissemination, and appropriate action. .

MARIA INE UNCION
Director

Encl.: As stated

ROES8/ buaj s o ;
/buaj DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION ROX Digitally signed by

R&EQRDS SECTION Records Section
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g Address: F. Torres St., Davao City (8000)
% Telephone Nos.: (082) 291-0051
¢ Email Address: region11@deped.gov.ph
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#ﬂdemecretary for ,
SUBJECT : URGENT REITERATION OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF .

THE DEPED'S ANTI-BULLYING POLICY AKD

DISSEMINATION OF BULLYING PREVENTION IEC
MATERIALS IN SCHOOLS :

DATE - March 19, 2026

In line with the Department of Education’s {DepEd] zero tolerance policy against all
forms of abuse, viclence, and bullying!, in schools and DepEd’s policy against
bullying, this Memorandum is issued in response to reported incidents of bullying
and violence in schools.

This initiative aligns with DepEd’s strong commitment to respecting, protecting,
fulfilling, and promoting the rights of learners, emphasizing DepEd’s role as a duty-
bearer under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child {UNCRC).
Accordingly, as stated in Section 4, Rule IIl of DO No. 55, s. 2013, allwm
mqﬁredtoxmplemantpahmestoadmsabuﬁymg,wwm :

Section 4. Adopnnn of Anti-Bullying Pahcm&

All public and private kindergarten, eiemmxtaxy nd sece
shall adopt policies maéﬂmsmcmmofbuﬂmm
institutions. &J&mmmmmhﬁyapdamémd,
shall include provisions on prohibited acts, Wﬁm* ‘
programs, mechmisms,andpmcedum » T

To ensure the opemtmnalizaﬁon of the afaremcntionmd pmvwwn. th
of implementation are sought to be addressed:

* DepEd Order No. 40, 5. 2012.
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1. Enhanced Localized Anti-Bullying Policy

The Learner Rights and Protection Division (LRPD) has provided technical
assistance to the Regional and Division Offices in developing a Localized
Anti-Bullying Policy.

In line with DepEd Order No. 6, s. 2026% which harmonizes all DepEd
policies related to ensuring a safe learning environment, schools are further
guided to ensure that their localized anti-bullying policies are aligned with
existing DepEd issuances on learner protection. Specifically, under Section
VI. Prevention Strategies of the DepEd Order, all public schools and
Community Learning Centers {(CLCs) are required to adopt a localized anti-
bullying policy that reflects learners’ and community needs. Such policy
shall be submitted to the Schools Division Office (SDO) and integrated into
the Learmer Handbook. Private schools are likewise encouraged to adopt
similar measures aligned with DepEd issuances.

Further, as provided in Annex D of the said DepEd Order, schools and CLCs
may refer to the Anti-Bullying Policy Template for Schools, which may be
adopted in full or in part, as appropriate to their operations, ensuring
alignment with the provisions of the Order and other related issuances.

In line therewith, the LRPD last October of 2024 and January of 2025 led
the conduct of the “Bullying Prevention Program: Review, Revisiting,
Updating, and/or Crafting of a Localized Anti-Bullying Policy and Code of
Conduct.” Participants thereto are expected to submit their localized anti-
bullying policy and code of conduct.

A copy of the output per regional office and schools division office may be

accessed at this link:

https:/ /drive.google.com /drive /folders/ 18YLA4AvItgr VxXdtuvJmzilZ3nCvFdY
GG
or

https:/ /tinvurl.com/RO-AntiBullvingPolicy

Review and alignment of the draft Anti-Bullying Policies is requested to align
with the Revised IRR of RA 10627 or the “Anti-Bullying Act of 2013”, as well
as with the provisions of DepEd Order No. 6, s. 2026. The developed and
uploaded localized anti-bullying policies emphasize the duties and
responsibilities of each governance level, including a code of conduct, which
helps define the appropriate behavior expected from each stakeholder. This
ensures that learners, school personnel, and parents understand their
responsibilities and act in line with the values promoted by DepEd. However,
implementing the Code of Conduct and Localized Anti-Bullying Act in
schools requires prior discussion and consultation among all stakeholders.

In support thereof, a copy of a “Model DepEd School-Based Child Protection
and Anti-Bullying Policy” from the Stairway Foundation Inc. (SFI) is added
and is accessible at the same link.

2 DepEd Order No. 6, s. 2026. Guidelines on Ensunnga Safe and Mouvatiné Leaming Environment
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By virtue of DepEd Order No. 3, s. 2021, which established the Child
Protection Unit and the Child Rights and Education Desk, later merged into
the Learner Rights and Protection Division (LRPD), all reports related to the
implementation of learner rights and protection must be submitted to the
LRPD.

Fuarther, the school’s Child Protection Committee (CPC)? shall convene as the
Anti-Bullying Committee. The CPCs are reminded to organize and convene to
guarantee that the members are fully aware of their functions. As guidance,
an advisory on the use of the functionality tool shall be issued separately.

2. Posting of Information, Education, and Communication {IEC} Material

and Incorporating Anti-Bullying Reminders During Flag Raising
Ceremonies and Daily Announcements

To intensify our efforts to address the issue of bullying and violence in
schools, the following information, education, and communication (IEC)
materials are to be disseminated at the school level. The IEC materials may
be accessed at this link:

https:/ /www.canva.com/design / DAGrz83I5uQ/gxTAGNFDHIXIFYPRXWEA
wg/editPutm_content=DAGrz83I5uQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_me
dium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
or
https://t ri.com/Bullyi ntionlEC2025

These IEC materials provide reminders to our learners of their right to be
protected from bullying and violence in school, as well as their overarching
duty and responsibilities to advocate for their peers' rights by becoming
upstanders — learners who stand firm against bullying and bullies and
advocates. The IEC material depicts the importance of balancing learners’
rights with their responsibilities, reinforcing their important role in creating
a safe learning environment. DepEd’s core values of becoming Maka-Diyos,
Muakatao, Makakalikasan, at Makabansa are incorporated in the material.
Moreover, schools are not precluded from designing their own IEC Materials,
provided that the messaging aligns with DepEd’s mandates and includes the
DepEd LRPD-LTCCH’s contact number and/or Regional Helpline numbers.
Region and Division Offices and Schools may download the materials to
include their localized reporting numbers.

Funding for printing the proposed IEC materials may come from Regional
Funds or the school’s maintenance and other operating expenses (MOOE),
as applicable. Additionally, to support our advocacy, the LRPD and the
Bureau of Learner Support Services (BLSS) have allocated Program Support
Funds (PSF) for the Learner Rights and Protection (LRP} on Wheels and the
Bullying Prevention Caravan Reinforcing Kindness and Empathy. The
guidelines for using these PSF are outlined in Office Memorandum No.
QUOPS-2025-07-02351 titled, “Implementing Guidelines on the Allocation,
Utilization, Documentation, and Reporting of Program Support Funds (PSF)
for the Field Implementation of the Learner Support Programs for Financial
Year (FY) 2025.”

* Section 10, DepEd Order No. 40, s. 2012 or DepEd Child Protection Policy
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3. Rgminders During Flag Raising Ceremony

In addition, the uploaded IEC material contains a reminder statement
intended for use during flag-raising ceremonies or school announcements.
Its purpose is to reinforce that bullying and violence have no place in schools,
and to highlight the importance of showing kindness and empathy toward
oneself, others, and the community. These values are essential to creating a
better learning environment and contributing to the progress of our nation.

. Installation of Closed-Circuit Television {CCTV) in the School’s

Common Areas

To deter potential misconduct, schools with sufficient resources are advised
to install closed-circuit television (CCTV) systems as part of DepEd’s efforts
to enhance campus safety. Before installation, however, schocls are
reminded to comply with constitutional and administrative requirements
and to conduct scheduled consultations with learners, school personnel,
parents, and other stakeholders to ensure that privacy and data protection
standards are fully observed.

. Implementation of Random Bag Inspection to Deter the Bringing of

Potential Weapons or Contraband

The school’'s duty to safeguard learners and personnel is of utmost
importance. Conducting a school search is allowed when the actions taken
are reasonably connected to the purpose of the search. Its scope must also
remain appropriate, meaning the measures used should be aligned with the
search objective and should not be overly intrusive.

In simpler terms, school personnel may carry out a bag inspection as long as
the following conditions are satisfied:

a. Justified search/inspection - there is reasonable ground for
suspecting that a learner violated a law;

b. The measures adopted for the search/inspection are not excessively
intrusive in the light of the age of the learner and the nature of the
infraction.

Implementing random bag inspections in schools helps maintain a safe
environment for both learners and personnel.

. Accessibility of the Learners’ TeleSafe Contact Center Helpline and the

Establishment of the Regional Learners’ TeleSafe Helpline

To improve access to reporting and support services, Regional Offices are
directed to establish a Regional Learners’ Helpline that responds to diverse
needs and aligns with the region’s geographic conditions. This helpline
should be reachable through multiple platforms, including landline, text
messaging, email, messenger, and an on-site help desk located at the
regional office. Its contact information must be prominently displayed on all
IEC materials distributed or posted in schools.

. 4 Room 101, Rizai Building, DepEd Compilex, Meraico Avenue, Pasig City 1600
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The, aforementioned DepEd initiatives are designed to foster a safer learning
environment, consistent with DepEd’s 5-Point Reform Agenda, which emphasizes
creating an enabling learning environment and promoting the overall well-being of
learners.

For strict compliance.

Thank you very much.
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